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COLLECTIVE WORSHIP POLICY 
 

At Limpsfield C E Infant School we recognise that the daily act of Collective Worship 
is an affirmation and celebration of the Christian foundation, values, and ethos of the 
school. Collective worship will be held daily so that we can all come together to worship 
God in a shared experience to which all can contribute and from which all can draw. 
Collective Worship has a high priority at Limpsfield C E Infant School. It is Biblically 
rooted and pupils are able to relate the core Christian Values to their own lives through 
Christian teachings. It has a strong focus on God as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
 
Collective Worship is an essential part of the experience of our Christian community. 
It is  intended to give those connected with our community an opportunity to 
experience worship, participate in worship, and profess the Christian faith, whichever 
is most appropriate to each individual, so that each can contribute or benefit. 
 
 
 
 
Aims & objectives 
 
As a Church Of England Voluntary Aided School, our daily act of Collective Worship 
reflects the traditions of the Church of England, developing understanding of 
Anglican traditions and practice.  We regard Collective Worship as an important and 
valued time for children and staff to share together and it is an inclusive time 
enhancing the spirituality of all present as well as it setting the tone for the rest of the 
day.  Our central aims of Collective Worship (as detailed in the Southwark Diocesan 
policy statement Collective Worship In Church Of England Schools-November 2019) 
are to: 

• ensure it is inclusive, invitational and inspiring; 

• provide opportunities to unpack the school’s Christian vision; 

• promote and affirm Christian values; 

• sing, pray and give praise and thanksgiving to God; 

• reflect on the attributes of God and on the teachings of Jesus Christ; 

• listen to and learn from The Holy Bible; 

• celebrate special times in the liturgical Calendar; 

• share each other’s joys and challenges; 

• foster respect and unity; 

• deepen spiritual awareness and reflection; 

• experience services of The Eucharist, (depending on the tradition of the 
parish church). 

 

Legal Requirements   
 
The 1988 Education Reform Act states that Collective Worship must be on a daily 
basis for all registered pupils.  The religious foundation of Limpsfield C.E. Infant 
School and the daily Act of Collective Worship is delivered in accordance with the 
principles and practice of the Church of England; although in accordance with 
modern ecumenical good practice it may reflect and draw upon non-Anglican 
(Christian) traditions. 



 
The Act of Collective Worship in Limpsfield C.E. Infant School is the responsibility of 
the Governing Body in consultation with the Headteacher and the policy for 
Collective Worship has been drawn up by the Faith Group, in consultation with the 
teaching staff and with the approval of the Governing Body.  
 
Planning 
 
Collective Worship will take place daily as a whole school and will be led by the 
Headteacher and class teachers on a rota basis. A worship plan is drawn up for each 
term providing a different theme every week.  
 
The plan takes account of the church year, the Bible as a source of inspiration and 
learning and a commitment to giving children an understanding of other faiths. One 
aspect of the theme for the week will be considered daily, on a Friday when there will 
be a ‘Celebration’ of this theme, where children can gain Limpsfield Awards for 
demonstrating the theme of the week. It is important to have a variety of approaches 
and a balance must be achieved between a tight formal structure and spontaneous 
freedom to worship. 
 
 
Distinctively Christian Character of this School 
 
We place a high priority on the distinctive Christian and specifically Anglican 
character of this school. The Christian character runs through everything we do. In 
Collective Worship this is seen through the liturgical patterns in each Worship 
experience.  
 
Our Collective Worship leaders open and close each worship in the following way: 
the children enter the hall quietly listening to music and are encouraged to prepare 
themselves for worship. The start of the service is indicated by the lighting of a 
candle to represent God being the Light of the World. The act of worship should be 
fifteen minutes daily. 
 
 
Music 
  
Hymns and songs will be selected by the Headteacher, class teachers and on 
occasions, the pupils. Time each week will be devoted to practising and learning new 
ones. Sometimes instruments will be used or a specific class will perform a song or 
specific prayer. 
 
Resources  
 
Stories, poetry, drama, readings, music, artefacts, and pictures will all be used on 
occasions to evoke a response. There is a selection of books available for staff use 
kept in the Headteacher’s office. The internet (including the SDBE website) is a 
useful resource for worship ideas.  
 
 



Prayer  
 
Prayer will be used in worship and children will be encouraged to join in, as they feel 
able. Sometimes pupils will write a prayer as part of collective worship or a special 
assembly. Prayer requires time to be quiet and still, and to concentrate thoughts and 
not to be disturbed by others.  
 
Prayers will involve thanksgiving, praise, asking for help and a concern for others at 
home and abroad. We have a school prayer that each class will say during their day 
at school. This prayer is displayed in each classroom.  
 
 
Place of Worship and Mode  
 
The worship will usually be held in the hall with a focal point such as a cross, Bible, 
candles to give the children something to reflect upon. The atmosphere should be 
calm and relaxed. Music is playing when the children come in. The children will come 
in quietly and sit still listening to the music and reflecting on why they are there. 
Once a week, worship is held in individual classes. This allows for staff to explore a 
theme in depth in class.  
 
 
Visits from Clergy and Other Caring Agencies 
 
The Rector at St Peter’s Church makes regular visits to the school. Other people 
and/or organisations are invited into school to talk to the children when appropriate. 
These may include representatives from other churches or charities. 
 
Church Services 
 
Services are usually held at St Peter’s Church for the children, staff, parents, 
governors and friends on a termly basis to celebrate Harvest, Christmas, Easter and 
an end of year celebratory service. There are occasions when the children can share 
the ideas, which they have developed at school.  
 
Special events will be celebrated in school such as Mothering Sunday. The children 
have opportunities within the planned RE curriculum to visit the church with their 
teacher, the clergy or a member of the church community. 
 
Withdrawal  
 
Parents or carers may request in writing that their child does not attend the act of 
worship. 
 
 
Monitoring and Evaluation 
 
Worship is monitored and evaluated by the Headteacher and the Foundation 
Governors monitor Collective Worship in the school. There is a nominated Governor 
for Collective Worship and RE. The monitoring process is very well developed and 



actions are communicated to the whole Governing body. Monitoring of this area and 
other related areas are shared in these meetings and are dovetailed in to wider 
school development documents. Pupils are highly involved in the monitoring process 
through Pupil Voice. Their comments and ideas are shared with the staff and 
incorporated throughout the year. Monitoring of this area and other related areas are 
shared in meetings to the whole Governing body. Worship plans are looked at termly 
to ensure that they are appropriate.  
 
 


